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Dear Heart Friends, 
 

In the early 1990õs, well known author, speaker, and radio host Ron Hutchcraft shared the 

story of a normal morning in their home.  As the kids ran out the door to catch the bus for 

school, he would yell one final instruction: òKids, donõt forget to GO MAD today!ó  They 

turned back and said, òWill do, Dad!ó  They understood exactly what he meanté Go MAD 

meant òGo Make A Difference.ó  Ron encouraged young adults across the country with the 

message to GO MAD every day. 
 

As we reflect on the end of the 2009-2010 school year, we are excited to know that with Godõs 

help MJH is making a difference in the lives of underprivileged children, and we see it in the 

letters we get back from the kids we reach out to.  One Chicago student wrote, òMJH, You are 

my best friends!ó  A boy recently wrote, òYou all are the best parents a kid can have.ó   

The gifts of love sent by MJH are truly touching the hearts of children in need.  We could not 

do it without the support of our sponsors, volunteers, prayer warriors, and donors.  As you will 

see in the rest of this newsletter, there is much to celebrateé and more ways that you can GO 

MAD! 

 
 

 

Do you shop at Family 
Christian Stores?  Please 
ask for òLibrary Stampsó 
after each purchase.   

With every filled card we receive $5 in   
merchandise.  These stamps enable us to  
provide wholesome DVDs to our kids. 

 

        Become a fan of ours on Facebook or  
     follow us on Twitteréjust type in  

       My Joyful Heart  to find us  

        on either social networks.   

For the children we serve, 
 
 
Diane Carroll 
Founder and Executive Director 

Flower Sale  
 

Thank you to Rosane and Gay for      

organizing a flower sale and to         

everyone who bought flowers and 

spread the word.  We raised close 

to $700 from this sale.   

Great Deals  
 

April 29th was the start of a 3-day garage sale & bake sale hosted 

by Colleen Loconte to raise support for MJH.  Colleen had set a 

goal of raising $1,000, but we ended up being blown away by 

Godõs hand of blessing. 
 

The garage sale included thousands of items ð a 3-car garage 

couldnõt contain them and neither could 

a huge tent ð generously donated by 

over 30 different families.  The sale was      

featured in The Mokena Messenger,   

The Reporter, Sun Times affiliate    

newspapers, and on 89.7FM Shine.fm. 
 

The sale raised over $4,000 for MJH!  If you are someone who  

donated items or shopped at the sale, thank you for your support.   

It was one of those òWOWó moments we will never forget. 

 

What are the chances of having an almost new 
portable sewing machine donated and having a 
girl in the program wishing for one?   
 

Well, it happened and God has blessed this 7th 
grade girl with the sewing machine she asked 
for and a sewing basket which we filled with 
thread, pins and fabric.  What a blessing for us 
to give this great gift. 

òThank you for   
allowing me to serve 
our Lord and His 
children. What a 
blessing to know all 
of youó ~ Sue O 
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Batteries Not included  
 

Often times we are shopping for or receiving      
donations of electronic toys for kids.  As any parent 
knows, a large quantity of toys these days have 
some electronic component.  However, most of the 
time, batteries are not included with the item.  We 
make a point to send new batteries with all of the 
toys that need them, but that comes at a cost.  In 
2009, MJH had to spend approximately $500 on 
batteries, and it's an ongoing expense for our    
ministry.  If you know of someone who can donate 
large quantities of new batteries, please let them 
know (our greatest need is AA alkaline).  If you are 
able to give an above-and-beyond gift, please put 
"MJH Batteries" on the PayPal note or Check memo, 
and we will use your donation for that 
fund.  Thanks! 

Save the Date October 29 th  
 

We are having a dinner and live auction event on October 29th.  
 This will be our largest fundraiser for the year.     

 
 

Here is our wish list for the fundraiser.   
Donations are needed for: 

 Printing costs 
 Video production costs 
 Decorations 
 Items or Services to be auctioned 
 Sign costs 

 Gift items for Auction 
 

Please email dcarroll@myjoyfulheart.org or call the office at 815.806.1700  

if you would like to help with the above items.   

Tickets are $35 a person or reserve a table of 10 for $300. 
More details to follow. 

UPCOMING MJH CALENDAR  
 

July - Prep Work for Back to School gifts 
August & September - Deliver Back to School gifts to MJH kids 
October 29 - MJH Banquet & Auction at Ruffled Feathers Golf Club in Lemont  

 

Reuse & Recycle  
 

Last year a business was updating many of their      
computers and donated the usable ones to MJH and  
Trip-Lite donated wireless keyboards and mice.   
The children were selected by nominations from the 
teachers based on attitude, academics and attendance.  
We were able to give 9 complete computer sets to kids 
in the Heart program. 

 

Free Money  
 

Your online shopping can help generate donations for MJH.   At 
www.goodshop.com, which connects to the sites of some 1,400 
retailers, up to 30 percent of what you spend is donated to your  
favorite charity. Choose MJH as the beneficiary from the listing, 
be sure to look for My Joyful Heart, Lockport, IL.  Another   
related website that we are  enrolled in is www.goodsearch.com, 
it is a search engine that donates a penny to MJH for every online 
search you make.  So far we have raised $35 because of your 
searches.   
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MJH occasionally receives   
donations of new clothing that 
stores cannot sell because of 
missing buttons, broken     
zippers or other problems.  
Most of these clothing items 
are repaired to meet our   
standard of quality for  our 

program kids.  However, the jeans 
were a challenge.  One of our    
talented volunteers rose to the 
challenge of making lemonade   
out of  lemons by turning the jeans 
into fashionable òJeanõs Pursesó.   
Thanks to Jean and her creative 
talent our girls will be receiving 
new purses. 

 

Jean is just one of our many volunteers who help in 
different ways.  Without our awesome volunteers, 
MJH would not be able to go MAD.   

 

A company with a heart  
 

The M. Cooper employees had been òfishingó around 
for items that we could use at MJH.  And we shared 
with them how difficult and expensive it can be for 

items for the older kids in the 
Heart.  One morning we 
walked in and were told they 
had a big surprise for us.     
All the employees donated 
money, M. Cooper matched 
what the employees gave and 
Christine and JoAnn went on 
a shopping spree.  They 
bought items that are just out 

of our reach like, body wash, menõs lounge pants, teen 
girl pjs, hair items, manicure sets and all different 
items that overflowed our hygiene aisle.  They truly 
spoiled us.  Thank you so much! 


